Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 120 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.038; wR factor = 0.103; data-to-parameter ratio = 11.0.
In the title compound, C 15 H 16 N 2 O 4 S, the dihedral angles between the planes of the benzodioxole and ester groups and the plane of the six-membered tetrahydropyrimidine ring are 89.5 (1) and 20.2 (1) , respectively. Intermolecular N-HÁ Á ÁS hydrogen bonds assemble the molecules into dimers, which are further connected via N-HÁ Á ÁO interactions into chains parallel to [010] . Weak C-HÁ Á ÁS and C-HÁ Á Á interactions enhance the stability of the crystal structure.
Related literature
For background to the applications of multi-functionalized dihydropyrimidines, see: Jauk et al. (2000) ; Kappe (2000) ; Mayer et al. (1999) . For similar structures, see: Nayak et al. (2009 Nayak et al. ( , 2010 Nayak et al. ( , 2011 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Cg1 and Cg2 are the centroids of the O3/C11/C12/O5/C15 and C9-C14 rings respectively. Data collection: CrysAlis PRO (Oxford Diffraction, 2009 ); cell refinement: CrysAlis PRO; data reduction: CrysAlis PRO; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 1997) and CAMERON (Watkin et al., 1993) ; software used to prepare material for publication: PLATON (Spek, 2009) and PARST (Nardelli, 1995).
We acknowledge funding under DST-FIST (Level II) for the Oxford Diffraction facility at SSCU, IISc. SKN thanks DST, India, for a research associate fellowship and KNV is grateful to the University of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa, for a postdoctoral fellowship. (Kappe, 2000; Mayer et al., 1999) and calcium channel modulators (Jauk et al., 2000 and references therein) . In view of the immense range of applications, we became interested in the DHPMS system (Nayak et al.,2009; 2010; 2011) . Here we report a single-crystal structure of the title compound.
The preferred conformation of the molecule is that with the dihedral angles between the planes of benzodioxolyl and ester groups (O1/C5/O2/C6/C7) with the plane of the six-membered tetrahydropyrimidine ring of 89.5 (1) ° and 20.2 (1) °, respectively. The centrosymmetric N-H···S dimers of the title molecules are additionally organized into chains along the b axis via N-H···O hydrogen bonds. These chains are also stabilized by weak C-H···S interactions (Fig. 2) . Additonal weak C-H···π interactions enhance the crystal stability.
Experimental
A mixture of ethyl acetoacetate (0.1 mol), 3,4-(methylenedioxy)benzaldehyde (0.1 mol) and thiourea (0.1 mol) was refluxed in 50 ml of ethanol for 2 h in the presence of concentrated hydrochloric acid as a catalyst. The reaction was monitored with thin layer chromatography and the reaction medium was quenched in ice cold water. The precipitate obtained was filtered, dried and crystallized from methanol at room temperature to obtain the title compound.
Refinement
All H atoms were located from difference Fourier map and refined freely. Figures   Fig. 1 . Molecular structure of the title compound with displacement ellipsoids for non-H atoms at the 50% probability level.
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